
SDBTF started 10 years ago. Within 
those 10 years we have been able to assist 
hundreds of families in San Diego.  We 
started with one fundraiser a year which 
provided the funds to help the patients 
and families.  We now have 2 primary 
fundraising events a year, along with other 
organizations donating to our cause.  This 
allows us to truly, “Make a Difference” in 
many people’s lives.

As the organization grows, so does 
the need to help those who have been 
diagnosed with brain tumors.  There isn’t 
a week that goes by that we don’t receive a 
number of calls asking for help to pay rent 
or mortgage, electricity bills or doctor 
bills.  The need for groceries and gas cards 
is high on the list of needs this year as 
well.  As of the end of September this year 
we have provided $56,000 of financial aid 
to those in need. 

We do recognize that there are specific 
needs that still must be addressed within 
the brain tumor community.  There is a 
high demand for more support groups 
across the county.  We have also seen a 

need for respite services, counseling and 
social work services and patient advocacy.  
It is our goal to raise enough money to 
provide these additional services for 
patients and families in need in 2013.  

Our services would not be possible without 
you and your donations.  We are grateful 
for so many of you who support our cause 
in making a difference in the lives of those 
impacted by having a brain tumor.  

As 2012 comes to a close, I thank all of you 
who help make SDBTF possible.  We have 
so much to be thankful for in our own 
lives.  Throughout the year and especially 
during the holidays, I am thankful that 
we all pull together to help those less 
fortunate than us.

I wish you the happiest of holidays and all 
the best in the year to come.

With gratitude,

Connie Reeves Campbell  
Executive Director

SDBTF SELECTED AGAIN AS BENEFICIARY

The Insurance Brokers and Agents (IBA) of 
San Diego hosted a golf tournament on Friday 
October 26, 2012 at Maderas Golf Club and 
a portion of the funds raised will be donated 
to SDBTF.  140 golfers showed up for a great 

day of golf and dinner was enjoyed by all.   
Dan Beck from Snapp & Associates was the 
chair and instrumental in having SDBTF be 
the recipient of these funds. Heartfelt thanks 
go out to them all!

AS 2012 COMES TO A CLOSE

We Can Make A Difference

DECEMBER 2012   VOL. 11    ISSUE 2

C O M M U N I T Y

N E W S
January, 2013 - Respite 

Program Begins 
– with National University 

Nursing Program

04/29/2013
11TH Annual

Swing & Support SDBTF 
Dennis Campbell
Memorial Charity
Golf Tournament

Silent Auction/Dinner
(Be sure to save this date!)

05/2013 - Brain Tumor 
Awareness Month – Patient 

& Caregiver Workshop

08/17/2013 - Family Picnic

09/21/2013 - 3RD Annual
Take A Step & Support 

SDBTF Charity 5K Run/
Fun Walk

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS!

Point Loma Support Group
1ST Tues. of every month 

Kaiser’s Point Loma 
Facility, 3250 Fordham, 
Bldg. A, Conf. Rm. #1, 

6:30-8:30 pm

La Jolla Support Group
2ND Tues. of every month 
UCSD Moores Cancer C. 
3855 Health Sciences Dr., 

2ND Floor, Comer 
Commons Area           

6:30-8:30 pm

 Our Mission

The San Diego Brain Tumor 
Foundation (SDBTF) is a 
non-profit, all voluntary 
grassroots organization 
dedicated to providing 

essential information and 
support for brain tumor 

patients, their families, and 
caregivers by supporting the 

Brain Tumor Community 
with direct assistance for 

day-to-day social and 
medical needs.

YEAR-END GIVING - WE NEED YOUR HELP
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As 2012 comes to a close…we are 
reminded of how fortunate we are.  Our 
goal is to be able to assist many more 
families this coming year than ever before, 
but this is only possible with your help!

As the Holidays approach and giving 
abounds, we ask that you continue your 
support of SDBTF by sending a year end 
gift to the foundation.  Your donation will 
help us realize our goal of helping many 
more families in need.  The funds will be 
used to help patients as they go through 
chemotherapy and radiation treatment, 
recover from surgery, and struggle through 
the daily challenges that often go hand in 
hand with a brain tumor diagnosis.

Included with this newsletter is a return 
envelope; please fill out the insert with 
your donation and return to the San Diego 
Brain Tumor Foundation, 852 Fifth Ave., 
Second Floor, San Diego, CA 92101. You 
can also give via our website www.sdbtf.org 
and PayPal. Your generous contributions 

are what make SDBTF possible!

Your tax deductible donations must be 
received by December 31st, 2012; our Federal 
Tax ID number is 30-0125828.

Stay In-Touch and Informed...Become 
our friend on Facebook for the most up to 
date news and happenings! 

http://www.facebook.com/sdbtf

Thank You Volunteers...We cannot say 
it enough…without our amazing volunteers 
none of the events this year would have been 
such a success!  We could not do it without 
you!  Thank you to all of you who have 
volunteered your time this year whether it 
was stuffing envelopes, making phone calls, 
soliciting sponsorships or helping at an event.  
Your willing hearts are so valued, and we do 
not take them for granted.

As always, there will be many more 
opportunities to volunteer this upcoming 
year!  Let us know if you are interested.
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SDBTF FAMILY PICNIC

Sunday, August 26TH we 
held our Annual Patient 
& Family Picnic.  We had 
about 60 people join us at 
Mission Bay. It was a great 
time for patients and their 
families to relax and enjoy 
each other’s company and 
eat great food!  The kids 
played games, and enjoyed swimming in the bay. A BIG thanks to 
Scott Wright who forged ahead barbequing our lunch with the wind 
at his back.  We appreciate all of his efforts in cooking so everyone 
could enjoy the day.

Thanks to Bobbie Phares and her team for organizing 
the 3RD Annual “Brainstormers” Poker Run – Saturday, 
August 20TH.  It was a day filled with high energy and 
spirits as participant’s rode their motorcycles throughout 
San Diego County, playing poker and raising funds for 
SDBTF.  The Ride was well attended and a great lunch was 

3RD ANNUAL “BRAINSTORMERS” POKER RUN

provided by San Diego Harley Davidson. There was 
also a fantastic band there to entertain everyone while 
they ate! Thank you to San Diego Harley Davidson, 
and to all who attended, volunteered, and donated.  
We could not do any of these events without those who 
give of their time.

2ND ANNUAL TAKE A STEP & Support SDBTF
FASTEST 5K and FUN WALK

We were so excited this year 
to have had so many people be 
a part of our 2ND Annual Take a 
Step and Support SDBTF Fastest 
5K and Fun Walk! It was a great 
day of smiles, laughs and heartfelt 
hope as so many people showed 
up to support those in the San 
Diego community who have been 
diagnosed with a brain tumor, or 
to remember a loved one.  It was an 
encouraging sight to see over 550 

people coming together to support 
their community as they walked 
the 5K course around NTC Park.  

Afterwards everyone gathered 
together to enjoy our community 
fair complete with a KIND Bar 
tasting tent, a number of brunch 
items, UCSD information table, and 
lots of activities  
for kids.

Our expectations 
were surpassed 
in every way!! 
This year, with 
the help of so 
many of you, we 
were able to raise 
over $64,000.  
Though it was a 
hot and humid 
day, we are so 
grateful to everyone who showed up 

and walked with 
us! Everything 
came together in 
such a beautiful 
way and we 
could not have 
asked for a 
better day!  

We would like to 
take a moment 
to congratulate 
those who 
received awards 

for their outstanding fundraising 
efforts.  Congratulations to Team 
K r i s n a ’ s 
Fearless Ninjas 
for receiving the 
award for Top 
F u n d r a i s i n g 
Team with 
over $7,000 
raised!  It was 
an incredible 
demonstration 
of support to see 
their team come 

WE SEND OUR LOVE 

As we are met with many inspiring 
stories this year, we have also suffered 
great loss.  The past few months have 
proved to be difficult for a number of 
our brain tumor support group families.  
Alanis Fort, Warren Jackson, Marianne 
Myatt, Margo Olander, Dave McMaster, 
Rob Preston, Josh Schoenvogel, Virgil 
Woods, all lost their fight against their 
brain tumor.  Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to their loved ones; they will surely 

be missed!

together with over 120 members!! 
They were also the recipient of the 
Community Spirit award! Rachel 
and Megan Kaiser received the Top 
Individuals Fundraiser Awards with 

$4,275 raised, CONGRATS to all!

Thank you for stepping and 
supporting SDBTF!

We want to especially thank 
the Audrey S. Geisel Dr. Seuss 
Foundation for their support as a 
Caregiver Sponsor.  Thank you to 
UCSD Moores Cancer Center for 
their support as a Family Sponsor.  
We would like to thank Novocure 
for their support of the Foundation 
as a Friend Sponsor.  We would 

also like to thank Senta Clinic, as 
they made the walk t-shirts possible!  
Without our sponsor’s support the 
walk would not be possible.  

We would also like to recognize the 
other companies and organizations 
that helped make the walk a great 
success and quite enjoyable!

Bloomingdale’s Fashion Valley, 
Star 94.1, Einstein Bros Bagels 
(various locations), Fabrizio Scippa 
Grafica, KIND Bars, Panera Bread, 
Rainbow Vending Services, 5 
hr Energy, Baron’s Marketplace, 
Sprouts, Coppertone, Miramar 
Nursery, Food 4 Less, Red Bull and 
Starbucks.

• PATIENT SPOTLIGHT •

Levi Ryska
E a r l y 
August 2011 
Levi had 
had flu-like 
s y m p t o m s 
for 10 days 
before we 
b r o u g h t 
him to get 
him further 

testing.  Immediately after his CT scan, we 
had one of those sit down conversations 
with the doctor—you know, the kind 
you NEVER want to have.  She informed 
us that Levi was facing something much 
more significant than the flu; he had a 
mass in the center of his head.  Levi was 
transported to Rady Children’s Hospital 
and given a shunt to relieve the pressure 
the tumor was creating.  His craniotomy 
was performed a few days later and we 
are immeasurably grateful for the skill 
of Dr. Levy and his team for the success 
in a complete removal of Levi’s tumor.  
They confirmed that the tumor was a 
Crainopharyngioma.

After Levi’s surgery we were ecstatic that 
the best case scenario was the result—his 
tumor was fully resected. BUT, we had a 
long road ahead to rehabilitate Levi due 
to the damage the tumor and surgery 
had caused.  Levi’s pituitary was resected 
along with the tumor and as a result has 
panhypopituitarism.  This condition is 
fully treatable 
by replacing 
the missing 
function with 
s y n t h e t i c 
h o r m o n e s ; 
however this 
condition does 
create a lifelong 
challenge to 
keep the body 
in proper 
balance.  Along with his pituitary 
gland, his vision was highly affected.  
He currently has vision out of only one 
eye and in efforts to bring back vision in 
the other eye we do daily patch therapy.  
Levi’s brain was also damaged in a small 
area that shared blood supply with his 

tumor and as a result he lost use of the 
left side of his body.  We go to physical 
and occupational therapy twice per week 
to help him further recover.   Equine 
therapy has also been a source of much 
recovery.  Levi works so hard and we are 
so proud of him!

Like so many that 
have walked the 
road of a brain 
tumor diagnosis, 
the initial shock 
provides the 
ability to survive 
the process but as 
the shock wears 
off we were faced 
with the reality of 
our new life.  We 
are immensely 

grateful for the support of our friends, 
family and the San Diego Brain Tumor 
Foundation.  The support of this 
foundation has lifted us up at those 
times when we didn’t see how we would 
make the next step.
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